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My  Annual  Sanitary  Report  for  1914,  is,  as  usual,  arranged  in  a similar 
way  to  that  adopted  for  recent  years,  according  to  the  suggestions  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


The  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE 
DISTRICT,  and  the  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  OCCUPATIONS  of 
the  inhabitants,  remain  the  same  as  in  past  years,  nor  have  they 
been  influenced  by  any  fresh  industries  or  other  causes  ; except 
from  the  fact  that  the  Rural  District  of  Fordingbridge  (and  neigh- 
bourhood) has  shewn  up  well  in  its  patriotic  response  to  the  call 
of  King  and  Country,  and  is,  consequently,  at  present,  very  much 
denuded  of  men  of  military  age,  and  has  already  suffered  losses,  in 
this  greatest  War  of  all  time,  which  can  never  be  replaced. 

AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

The  area,  approximately  29,300  acres,  remains  the  same  ; but 
the  population,  owing  to  the  above-mentioned  cause,  is  probably 
somewhot  smaller  than  that  declared  in  the  1911  census,  viz.,  6,445 
souls,  but  as  there  is  no  very  definite  way  of  arriving  at  the 
number  of  absentees,  I propose  in  the  following  report  to  base  my 
calculations  on  the  figures  of  the  said  census  of  1911.  The  Birth- 
rate is  4 less  than  in  1913,  viz.,  118,  as  against  122,  but  I noticed  a 
considerable  number  of  cases  of  interrupted  pregnancy  during  the 
anxiety  and  commotion  of  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  War,  which 
resulted  in  the  premature  birth  (and  death)  of  foetuses,  which 
would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  have  resulted  in  full  time 
living  children.  The  Death-rate  is  1 more  than  in  1913,  72  as 
against  71  ; but  when  we  come  to  examine  the  statistics  as  to 
Infantile  Mortality,  we  shall  find  14  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
for  1914,  as  against  6 for  1913 — many  of  these  deaths,  viz.,  5,  being 
due  to  premature  birth,  some  of  them  being  caused  by  the  afore- 
mentioned war  scare.  So  that  allowing  for  the  large  number  of 
premature  births  and  subsequent  deaths,  the  mortality  is  really 
more  favourable  than  in  1913. 

Overcrowding  shows  a marked  improvement,  8 cases  being 
reported,  as  against  20  for  1913;  5 of  these  required  interference, 
and  2 were  abated  after  formal  notices  from  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  3 after  informal  notices  from  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances.  The  average  inhabitants  per  house  is  probably  about 
4,  and  there  have  been  11  new  houses  built  as  against  14  in  1913. 
The  want  of  cottages  does  not  seem  to  be  acutely  felt  now, 
although,  doubtless,  low  rented  cottages  would  be  quickly 
occupied,  and  thus  very  doubtful  old  ones  vacated,  were  such  new 
ones  built.  The  average  price  of  new  houses  built  in  1913  and 
1914  was  about  4/6  per  week. 
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BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATE. 

During  the  year  1914  there  have  heen  registered  118  Births, 
all  occurring  actually  in  the  area — 4 less  than  in  1913.  56  were 

males,  62  were  females,  an  excess  of  females,  as  is  more  often  the 
case. 

This  Birth-rate,  which  amounts  to  18*3  per  1,000,  as  against 
i8'9  per  1,000  for  1913,  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  past  26 
years,  but  as  I remarked  before,  was  injuriously  affected  by  the 
war  scare  of  August ; and  I think  would  probably  have  been  much 
the  same  as  1912  and  1913  under  ordinary  circumstances.  But 
the  Birth-rate  has  not  increased,  as  one  might  have  expected  in  an 
essentially  rural  population,  since  the  Maternity  Benefit  under  the 
National  Insurance  Act  came  into  force,  and  it  would  appear  that 
it  requires  more  than  a bonus  of  thirty  shillings  an  infant  to  check 
the  national  tendency  to  a continually  falling  Birth-rate,  which 
will  be  more  serious  than  ever  now  that  the  country  is  losing  so 
much  of  the  flower  of  its  manhood  in  the  great  European  War. 

7 of  the  Births  were  illegitimate  (4  male,  3 female),  as  compared 
with  11  in  1913,  6 in  1912,  18  in  1911,  and  10  in  1910.  Two  of  the 
females  were  twins.  The  total  number  is  below  the  average  for 
the  past  5 years. 


DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATE. 

During  the  year  1914,  So  Deaths  from  all  causes  were  registered 
as  belonging  to  the  District,  8 being  “ Inward  Transfers.”  There 
were  no  “ Outward  Transfers.”  The  total  for  1913  was  78,  with 
8 Inward  and  1 Outward  Transfer,  and  71  in  1912,  with  8 Inward 
and  1 Outward  Transfer. 

This  shows  a Death-rate  of  12^3  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
which  is  estimated  at  6,445  souls,  and  is  ‘2  higher  than  in  1913. 
So  that  we  notice  the  same  fact  as  in  the  last  three  years,  viz.,  that 
a low  Birth-rate  is  accompanied  by  a low  Death-rate.  There  was 
only  one  Death  due  to  Enteritis,  in  a child  two  years  of  age,  and 
there  was  very  little  Diarrhoea  throughout  the  year.  36  of  the 
Deaths  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  44  in  the  second 
half  ; and  contrary  to  the  usual  rule,  the  second  half  of  the  year 
was  more  fatal  than  the  first  half,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  almost 
entirely  due  to  the  prevalent  depression,  due  to  the  war.  April 
shows  4 deaths  ; May,  June  and  July,  5 deaths  each  ; August  and 
December,  6 deaths  each;  January  and  March,  7 deaths  each; 
February  and  October,  8 deaths  each  ; November,  9 deaths  ; and 
September,  10  deaths.  The  most  marked  features  of  the  death 
returns  for  the  various  months  are  the  facts,  (1)  that  in  DEATHS 
ACTUALLY  OCCURRING  IN  THE  DISTRICT,  the  first  and  last 
months  of  the  year  are  the  same,  with  6 deaths  each,  March  also 
has  6,  and  (2)  that  April  May,  June  and  July,  all  have  4 deaths, 
and  August,  5 deaths.  The  first  quarter  of  the  year  (including 
Inward  Transfers)  shows  22  deaths  ; the  second  quarter,  14  deaths. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  we  had  very  warm  genial  weather  at 
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the  end  of  April  and  beginning  of  May.  The  third  quarter  shows 
21  deaths;  and  the  fourth  quarter,  23  deaths.  This  quarterly 
division  of  the  mortality  returns  shows  an  unusually  even  distribu- 
tion of  the  numbers,  with  the  exception  of  the  second  quarter. 
There  were  3 uncertified  deaths,  one  in  an  old  Crimean  Veteran, 
84  years  of  age,  who  came  in  from  a walk  and  sat  down  in  a chair 
and  died,  and  two  in  Prematurely  born  infants  ; but  as  previously 
noticed,  the  Mortality  in  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  very  high 
indeed,  being  14  for  the  year.  There  is  no  record  of  still-births. 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  DEATH-RATE. 

Of  the  80  Deaths,  43  were  males,  37  females.  26  were  Jo  years 
or  over  that  age  (18  males,  8 females),  18  being  80  years  or  over 
(12  males,  6 females)  ; 1 female  lived  to  be  95  years  of  age.  The 
26  over  70  years  of  age  averaged  8o‘8  years  each  ; the  18  males 
averaged  8o'4  years  each,  and  the  8 females  averaged  81*7  years 
each.  Contrary  to  the  usual  rule,  the  average  age  of  the  females 
exceeds  that  of  the  males. 

11  were  between  60  and  jo  years  of  age  (6  males,  5 females). 

7 were  between  50  and  60  years  of  age  (4  males,  3 females). 

9 were  between  40  and  50  years  of  age  (3  males,  6 females). 

4 were  between  jo  and  40 years  of  age  (all  males). 

1 was  between  20  and  jo  years  of  age  (a  female). 

2 were  between  10  and  20 years  of  age  (1  male,  1 female). 

1 was  between  5 and  10 years  of  age  (a  male). 

5 were  between  1 and  $ years  of  age  (1  male,  4 females). 

The  mortality  below  1 year  of  age  was  14  (6  males,  8 females). 

40  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  at  the  two  extremes  of 
life,  i.e.,  above  70  and  below  1 year  of  age,  and  51  of  the  total  of 
80  deaths  were  above  60  and  below  1 year  of  age,  leaving  29 
deaths  to  be  distributed  over  the  intervening  59  years,  as  shown 
above.  This  number  for  the  59  intervening  years  is  5 more  than 
in  1913.  The  number  who  lived  to  be  over  70  years  of  age  was  1 1 
less  than  in  1913  ; and  the  mortality  between  50  and  70  years  was 
18,  as  against  14  in  1913,  and  12  in  1912.  The  mortality  between 
40  and  50  years  of  age  was  9,  as  against  8 in  1913.  The  increase 
in  the  death-rate  occurred  in  those  under  one  year  of  age,  as 
pointed  out  before. 

Infantile  Death-rate. — The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  Births  is  1 1 8*6, 
as  compared  with  49' 1 for  1913,  and  40-9  for  1912.  In  actual 
figures,  it  is  14  as  against  6 and  5.  Six  of  the  deaths  are  due  to 
Premature  Birth,  3 to  Congenital  Malformation  (Hydrocephalus, 
excessive  Enlargement  of  Thymus,  and  Congenital  Heart  Disease), 

1 to  Difficult  Birth  with  Separation  of  Placenta,  1 to  Gastritis, 

2 to  Whooping  Cough,  1 to  Intussusception. 
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Zymotic  Death-rate. — There  are  5 deaths  attributed  to  Whooping 
Cough  under  this  head,  and  1 death  due  to  Puerperal  Fever. 
In  this  case  it  was  an  abortion  at  about  2 to  3 months,  and  there 
were  decided  evidences  of  infection  of  the  foetus  before  the  abortion 
took  place. 

Influenzal  Death-rate. — One  death  is  recorded  under  this  head, 
and  it  occurred  in  a woman,  the  primary  infection  being  followed 
by  Pneumonia  and  General  Septicaemia. 

Ca?iccr  Death-rate . — 8 deaths  are  recorded,  as  compared  with 
10  in  1913,  7 in  1912,  and  8 in  1911  ; this  seems  to  be  about  the 
average  number  per  year  (actually  8’2  for  the  past  4 years).  The 
deaths  were  due  to  : 4 Cancer  of  the  Stomach , 1 Ca7icer  of  the 
Tongue,  1 Cancer  of  the  Colon,  1 Epithelioma  of  the  Cheek,  and 
1 Rodent  Ulcer. 

Tuberculous  Death-rate. — 7 deaths  are  recorded  for  1914,  the 
same  as  in  1913.  5 were  due  to  Pulmonary  Phthisis  (1  compli- 

cated by  Peritoneal  Tuberculosis  and  1 Complicating  Diabetes), 

1 to  lubercular  Meningitis,  and  1 to  General  Tuberculosis. 
The  death-rate  due  to  this  specific  disease  was,  as  above  stated, 
7 for  1913  and  9 for  1912,  so  that  last  year  was  again  about  an 
average  one  in  this  respect. 

Several  cases  have  gone  to  Sanatoria,  under  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act,  and  have,  as  a rule,  improved  whilst  under  treatment  in 
the  institutions.  The  treatment  has  been  followed  up  by  periodical 
injections  of  Tuberculin,  but  the  two  cases  under  my  care  went 
from  bad  to  worse,  and  have  died  in  1915.  The  Tubercular  Injec- 
tions seem  to  be  of  doubtful  benefit  in  many  cases,  according  to  my 
experience  since  they  came  into  use.  Fresh  Air  Treatment,  and 
Disinfection  of  Houses  where  deaths  have  occurred  have  been 
enforced  ; and  in  one  case  where  a Phthisical  Patient  was  lodging 
in  a crowded  house,  I insisted  successfully  in  getting  him  moved 
to  the  Union  Infirmary,  where  he,  very  soon  afterwards,  died. 

Other  Respiratory  Disorders. — The  number  of  deaths  under 
this  head  is  9,  as  against  6 for  1913  and  4 for  1912,  and  includes 
4 deaths  due  to  Bronchitis  (the  same  as  last  year),  3 deaths  due 
to  Pneumonia  (none  last  year),  1 due  to  Acute  Laryngitis , and 
1 due  to  Pulmonary  Thrombosis.  This  death-rate  is  again  very 
favourable,  although  a good  deal  more  than  in  1913  and  1912. 

Heart  Disease. — 10  deaths  are  recorded,  including  all  forms  of 
Heart  Disease,  the  majority  being  Mitral.  There  were  16  deaths 
under  this  head  in  1913. 

Violent  Deaths. — 5 cases  of  Accident  or  Violent  Death,  not 
suicidal,  are  recorded.  1 due  to  Septic  Poisoning  of  Wounds 
receiued  in  Battle ; 1 to  Dislocation  of  the  Neck,  in  an  infant  20 
months  old,  caused  by  being  wedged  between  the  bed  and  wall ; 
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i to  Falling  into  the  River  Avon , and  passing  under  the  water- 
wheel at  Biekton  Mill  ; i to  Fractured  Thigh,  in  an  old  lady  of 
95  years  ; i to  Difficult  Delivery , causing  premature  separation 
of  the  Placenta,  and  immediately  followed  by  Convulsions. 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease  is  slight  compared  with 
1913 — 35  cases  in  all,  as  against  54.  This  is  excluding  Phthisis. 

In  no  case  has  there  been  a really  marked  epidemic,  although  in 
one  or  two  instances  a group  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  occurred. 

14  of  the  cases  are  returned  as  Erysipelas,  1 1 of  Scarlet  Fever, 
6 of  Diphtheria,  2 of  Puerperal  Fever,  1 of  Enteric  F'ever,  and 
1 of  Continued  Fever . 24  of  the  35  cases  occurred  in  the  Fording- 

bridge  area,  6 in  Breamore,  1 in  Rockbourne,  1 in  Damerham,  1 in 
Martin,  1 in  Woodgreen,  and  1 in  Whitsbury. 

Diphtheria. — In  no  case  did  the  disease  appear  in  an  Epidemic 
form.  All  6 cases  were  isolated,  and  all  made  good  recoveries. 
It  is  gratifying  to  notice  the  comparative  absence  of  the  disease  in 
the  area,  after  the  rather  severe  outbreak  of  1913,  when  26  cases 
occurred  in  the  same  area.  The  usual  precautions  as  to  isolation 
and  disinfection  were  taken,  the  infection  of  milk  being  especially 
guarded  against. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  n cases  reported  divide  themselves  into 
two  groups,  one  group  of  4 occurring  in  the  Hyde  District,  spo- 
radically, during  the  months  from  February  to  June.  As  the 
disease  had  been  periodically  reappearing  in  this  district  for  over 
two  years,  I drew  up  a poster  and  handbill,  in  which  I drew 
attention  to  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  and  also  to  the  fact  that 
the  slight  cases  could  be  easily  overlooked,  and  that  in  all  proba- 
bility it  was  such  slight  cases  which  kept  the  disease  going. 
I also  pointed  out  the  penalty  for  not  reporting  such  cases  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  to  a Medical  Man.  The  District 
Council  had  these  printed  and  distributed  in  the  affected  area,  and 
there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  the  disease  since.  The  other 
group  of  6 cases  occurred  in  the  Fordingbridge  area,  all  within  the 
last  nine  weeks  of  the  year ; evidently,  in  this  case,  one  or  more 
slight  cases  were  overlooked,  as  there  was  a marked  succession  of 
cases  beginning  in  the  third  week  in  October.  One  isolated  case 
occurred  at  Breamore,  probably  contracted  from  Downton,  where, 
I believe,  the  disease  has  been  present  most  of  the  year.  In  two 
cases,  in  which  Isolation  was  most  important  and  very  hard  to 
carry  out,  the  patients  were  removed  to  the  Salisbury  Isolation 
Hospital ; this  proceeding  proved  to  be  very  expensive,  but  seemed 
the  only  course  to  pursue  under  the  circumstances,  as  one  of  the 
cases  occurred  in  a village  post  office,  and  would  have  most 
probably  infected  some  of  the  letters  passing  through,  had  it  been 
left  at  home.  I think  this  experience  has  brought  home  to  the 
Sanitary  Authorities  the  great  advantage  of  having  an  Isolation 
Hospital,  could  such  a scheme  be  arranged. 
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Erysipelas. — All  11  cases  were  of  the  mild  and  idiopathic 
variety,  and  there  is  nothing  to  notice  about  them. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Of  the  two  cases  notified,  one  proved  fatal. 
It  was  a case  of  abortion,  and  there  seems  no  doubt  that  the  foetus 
was  infected  before  birth,  as  it  was  some  days  after  the  first 
symptoms  before  the  miscarriage  occurred.  The  other  case  was 
one  of  still-birth,  in  which  the  foetus  was  much  decomposed,  but 
the  patient  made  a good  recovery. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  isolated  case  occurred  at  Burgate,  which 
lasted  a long  time,  but  made  a good  recovery. 

Continued  Fever. — The  case  notified  proved  fatal,  and  resulted 
from  Influenza,  followed  by  Pneumonia  and  General  Septicaemia. 
The  patient  lived  in  a very  dilapidated  house,  which  has  since 
been  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Phthisis. — 12  cases  of  Phthisis  Pulmonalis  are  reported  during 
the  year  in  the  area,  and  5 deaths  occurred,  as  against  8 cases  and 
3 deaths  in  1913,  and  19  cases  and  9 deaths  in  1912.  All  cases 
notified  were  followed  up  and  thoroughly  investigated,  and  the 
rooms  occupied  by  fatal  cases  were  disinfected  after  death.  Five 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  other  parts  of  the  body  were  reported. 
Two  cases  of  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  which  I mentioned  in  my  last 
year’s  report  as  greatly  benefited  by  their  sojourn  in  the  Royal 
National  Sanatorium  at  Bournemouth,  and  also  as  being  treated 
by  injections  of  Tuberculum  after  their  return  home,  have  both 
since  deceased. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  SANITARY 
CONDITION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Vaccination. — As  Public  Vaccinator  of  the  No.  2 District,  I 
performed  the  operation  on  13  subjects  during  the  year,  as  against 
12  in  1913,  16  in  1912,  and  19  in  1911.  Although  vaccination 
against  Small-pox  is  no  longer  usual,  it  is  si  range  to  remark  that 
vaccination  against  other  diseases  was  never  so  usual  as  it  has 
been  during  the  last  12  months,  and  it  is  quite  a uMial  thing  ior 
patients  to  ask  for  vaccination  for  the  particular  disease  n n 
which  they  may  be  suffering,  or  are  afraid  of  coming  in  co  1 tct 
with. 

Milk  Supply. — The  whole  district  has  been  carefully  and 
systematically  inspected  twice  during  the  year,  and  is  kept  in  a 
sanitary  state,  and  the  register  of  Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  is  kept 
up  to  date.  In  one  instance  of  insufficient  space  and  ventilation, 
the  defects  were  remedied  on  the  representations  of  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances. 

Food  Supply. — Slaughter  and  Bake-houses  are  periodically 
visited  and  reported  on,  and  have  for  the  most  part  been  satis- 
factorily kept,  in  the  absence  of  special  bye-laws  for  their 
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regulation.  13  samples  of  Food  were  taken  during-  the  year,  and 
all  were  found  to  be  genuine  ; they  included  4 of  New  Milk,  3 of 
Butter,  1 of  Self-raising  Flour,  1 of  Lard,  1 of  Arrowroot,  and 
3 of  Cheese. 

Water  Supply. — This  continues  good.  19  actual  inspections  of 
water  supplies  were  made,  and  15  specimens  were  brought  to  me 
for  examination.  Two  of  this  number  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
use,  due  to  impure  state  of  the  wells,  which  were  remedied. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. — I think  the  rivers  and 
streams  have  been  less  polluted,  and  kept  clearer  of  weeds,  etc., 
than  usual,  during  the  past  year,  although  there  has  been  great 
trouble  throughout  the  district  owing  to  the  abnormally  high  water 
which  prevailed  for  so  many  weeks  during  the  winter. 

Drainage , Sewage  Disposal , Privy  and  Closet  Accommodation, 
and  Refuse  Removal,  call  for  no  special  remark  in  this  report,  as 
the  existing  arrangements  have  worked  as  well  as  could  be 
expected. 

Housing  Accommodation . — There  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
any  actual  shortage  of  cottages  at  the  present  time,  although  I 
received  a notice  in  October  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
considered  that  44  new  houses  were  required  in  this  Sanitary  area, 
viz.,  18  in  Fordingbridge,  8 in  Martin,  6 in  Ashley  Walk,  4 in 
Damerham,  4 in  Rockbourne,  and  4 in  Woodgreen. 

1 have  no  doubt  that  if  44  cheaper  rented  houses  were  erected, 
that  they  would  be  taken  at  once,  but  I do  not  see  who  is  going  to 
act  the  part  of  public  philanthropist  in  this  way,  by  building  houses 
to  be  let  at  an  absolute  loss  ; nor  do  I think  that  the  want  of  house 
room  is  so  acute  as  to  call  for  the  public  spending  of  money  in 
such  a proceeding. 

Schools  have  been  periodically  inspected  throughout  the  district, 
and  entirely  new  offices,  some  distance  from  the  class  rooms,  have 
been  erected  at  Breamore,  as  a direct  result  of  my  representations 
owing  to  the  Diphtheria  Epidemic  of  the  Autumn  of  [913. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — I append  a table  showing  work 
done  under  this  head,  but  as  before  noted,  the  Act  has  very  little 
actual  bearing  in  this  district.  What  little  action  has  been  found 
necessary,  has  been  at  once  successful. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

The  work  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  has  been  very  smoothly 
and  systematically  carried  out  during  the  past  year,  thanks  to  the 
very  efficient  services  of  my  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  M.  Smith. 
Although  the  work  done  steadily  increases,  the  fact  that  he  has 
now  obtained  a thorough  grasp  of  the  area,  makes  the  actual 
working  much  more  methodical  and  much  freer  of  friction  than  it 
has  often  been  in  the  past. 
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The  weekly  returns  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  have  been 
regularly  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Hants 
County  Council. 

In  spite  of  the  prevalence  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  all  around  the 
district,  where  large  bodies  of  soldiers  have  been  congregated,  I am 
glad  to  say  that  no  case  has,  so  far,  occurred  in  my  area ; but  I 
have  -kept  a close  and  constant  watch  on  any  suspicious  cases 
which  I have  heard  of  as  occurring  in  the  district. 

Owing  to  the  exceptionally  heavy  illness  during  the  opening 
months  of  1915,  my  report  is  much  later  than  usual  in  making  its 
appearance,  but  at  the  time  of  writing,  although  there  has  been  a 
continual  succession  of  Influenza  Epidemics,  with  complications 
such  as  Teurisy,  Pneumonia,  etc.,  yet  I am  glad  to  say  that,  so 
lar,  the  nortality  for  the  year  1915  has  not  been  abnormally  high. 

1 here  is  a slight  Epidemic  of  Measles  in  the  district  at  the  time 
of  closing  this  report. 

Although  this  district  has  suffered  with  the  rest  of  the  Kingdom 
from  the  worry,  strain  and  sorrow  of  war,  yet  the  abundance  of 
work  and  /nod  wages  has  counteracted  the  increased  cost  of  living, 
and  I coi  -ider  that  the  district  has  seldom  been  in  a more 
pro-perous  state,  as  far  as  the  working  classes  are  concerned. 

HERBERT  V.  RAKE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Fordingbridge 
Rural  District  Council. 
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